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the understanding of the Nation the only thing that was beneficial to
know, namely, that Government is nothing more than a national associa-
tion acting on the principles of society.
Having thus endeavoured to show that the social and civilised state of
man is capable of performing within itself almost everything necessary to
its protection and Government, it will be proper, on the other hand, to
take a review of the present old Governments, and examine whether
their principles and practice are correspondent thereto.
OF THE ORIGIN OF THE PRESENT OLD GOVMRNMKNTS
IT is impossible that such Governments as have hitherto existed in the
world, would have commenced by any other means than a total violation
of every principle, sacred and moral. The obscurity in which the origin of
all the present old Governments is buried, implies the iniquity and dis-
grace with which they began. The origin of the present Government of
America and France will ever be remembered, because it Is honourable to
record it; but with respect to the rest, even ilattery has consigned them
to the tomb of time, without an inscription.
It could have been no difficult thing in the early and solitary ages of
the world, while the chief employment of men was that of attending flocks
and herds, for a banditti of ruffians to overrun a country and lay it under
contributions. Their power being thus established the chief of the band
contrived to lose the name of Robber in that of Monarch; and hence the
origin of Monarchy and Kings,
The origin of the Government of England, so far as relates to what
is called its line of Monarchy, being one of the latest, is perhaps the best
recorded. The hatred which the Norman invasion and tyranny begat,
must have been deeply rooted in the nation, to have outlived the con-
trivance to obliterate it. Though not a courtier will talk of the curfeu-bell,
not a village in England has forgotten it.
Those bands of robbers having parcelled out the world, and divided it
into dominions, began, as is naturally the case, to quarrel with each other.
What at first was obtained by violence was considered by others as lawful
to be taken, and a second plunderer succeeded the first. They alternately
invaded the dominions which each had assigned to himself, and the
brutality with which they treated each other explains the original char-
acter of monarchy. It was ruffian torturing ruffian. The conqueror con-
sidered the conquered, not as his prisoner, but his property. He led him